
EBSCO Solar Grant Application

Altadena Library Disctrict, www.AltadenaLibrary.org           1
Mindy Kittay, Director, (626) 798-0833, MKittay@AltadenaLibrary.org

April 25, 2016

Dear Grant Committee,

Thank you for the opportunity to apply for the EBSCO Solar grant. At the Altadena Library District, we are 
working hard to bring our libraries up to current energy efficient standards and have already implemented several 
improvements to the main library and its gardens. In making these improvements we have used it as an opportunity 
to create a community dialogue and to provide educational programming. 

The Altadena Library District is located in unincorporated Los Angeles County, nestled beneath the foothills 
of the San Gabriel Mountains. The main library and our annex, the Bob Lucas Memorial Branch Library & Literacy 
Center, serve a diverse community of more than 50,000, with residents from a variety of cultural and economic 
backgrounds. The services that our libraries provide are enhanced by a wide-ranged of educational and community 
events which helps us to be a focal point of public services in this community. 

During the last year and a half, since I became director of the Altadena Library District, my staff and I have been 
working towards bringing the library up to energy efficient standards. Right now we have been approaching it one 
step at a time and we would be excited to make solar energy our next step. In 2015, we replaced all the interior lights 
with LED lighting which has had a positive impact on our energy bills. 

Currently, we are putting the finishing touches on our brand new Water Conservation garden. As California 
continues to experience a multi-year drought, we have replaced some of the landscaping surrounding the main 
library building with drought-tolerant plants. As the installation takes place, we have been hosting educational 
programming for the community to raise awareness for water conservation. In addition, we are going to be receiving 
a grant from the California State library to fund the purchase of a [i]cell Save Water Interactive Kiosk to place in the 
library, which will help us to continue to educate the community about the importance of water conservation even 
after the drought-tolerant garden is completed.

Another operating goal for 2016 is to install one to two electric car charging stations before the end of the year. 
Altadena has no public charging stations. We want to lead the community in promoting electric car use and see this 
as a fantastic opportunity to do so. 

As you can see, we are serious about creating an energy efficient library and working to educate our community 
on this important topic. Installing a solar energy system to the main library building would be an exciting opportunity 
for us and our community. Adding solar to our library is a goal dear to my heart. Previously, I worked for the 
Anythink Libraries in Colorado and worked on the team that designed and created five LEED certified library 
buildings. This system-wide project to make all the libraries “greener” included adding a solar energy system to the 
Brighton Library in Brighton, Colorado. This building became the first carbon positive library in the United States. 
My goal for the Altadena Library District continues my work in Colorado—to make it both energy efficient and a 
model for the community. 

Working with an Altadena-based company, Altadena Energy & Solar, we would be able to fund the installation 
for a fee of $25,000 and would then pay a monthly maintenance fee that would be less than we currently pay for 
electricity. By approaching solar panel installation this way, we can avoid a lengthy fundraising process and can get 
the system installed more quickly. 

Funding for this project would be a boon both for our main library and our community. It would afford us the 
opportunity to continue our long-term goals—serving the community, making our libraries energy efficient, and 
offering educational programming. 

Mindy Kittay
Director, Altadena Library District 
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SECTION II

Legal Name of Library: Altadena Library District

dba: Same

Geographic area served: Altadena is an unincorporated community located in Los Angeles County, 
California

Tax Exemption Status: Not exempt

Number of Employees: 34

Hours and Days of Operation: Monday – Tuesday 10am - 9pm, Wednesday - Saturday 10am - 6pm, closed 
Sunday

Name of the Project: Altadena Library Solar Energy Project

Director Signature:

SECTION III

Describe state solar programs: 

Currently, the incentive programs that are available to us are net energy metering and the federal tax credit. 
The net energy metering allows any systems currently being installed to obtain a 20-year agreement with the utility 
provider to get credit for excess energy generated. The federal tax credit and accelerated depreciation will be made 
use of through the third-party ownership structure provided by Altadena Energy & Solar. 

As we seek to fund and implement the project, we will make use of any programs that become available. 

Describe public procurement process in your state: 

The procurement process in California allows for funds to be made available directly to the Altadena Library 
District.

List all state and local permits required other than a local building permit: 

No additional permits are needed besides the usual county-required building permits. We will have to make 
arrangements with Southern California Edison, our utility provider, to be connected to their system, but this is not 
considered a permitting process. 

Is your library subject to any historical or deed restrictions? 

No
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SECTION IV

Question 1 — Library Background 

Altadena is an unincorporated community within Los Angeles County. Altadena Library District is an 
independent special district sandwiched between the city of Pasadena to the south and the San Gabriel Mountains 
to the north and serves approximately 53,000 people. Established in 1903, the original library was part of the Los 
Angeles Library system until it became an independent library system in 1926. The library’s current location (600 
East Mariposa St.) was opened in 1967. The building, designed by notable architect Boyd Georgi, is known for its 
mid-century design elements and unique landscaping. 

The district also includes the Bob Lucas Memorial Branch Library and Literacy Center located a few miles 
from the main branch. Altadena Library District has an active Friends of the Library group and Foundation Group 
that are working, alongside with the library staff and Board, to raise funds for an ambitious renovation plan. With 
extensive outreach to the community, the plan was tentatively approved in 2009, but has yet to be funded. 

The Altadena Library District serves a unique role even among libraries. As Altadena is an unincorporated 
community, there are no municipal or civic buildings for the community that offer a focal point for services. Altadena 
Library District is one of the only public places for community activities and programming. As such, the Library 
hosts over 300 community educational programs and events each year and actively looks for more ways to reach out 
to our community. 

The Altadena Library District is funded primarily through property taxes. In 2014, the community overwhelmingly 
(85%) voted to renew a parcel tax levied on homeowners and apartment dwellers. The parcel tax accounts for nearly 
a third of the Library’s operating budget. Every time this tax is approved by voters it is a vote of support for the 
continuing mission of the Altadena Library District. This tax renews every 10 years.

Question 2 — Goals

The Library is on a long-term plan to bring the library buildings and adjacent gardens up to the highest energy 
efficient standards. It began with the replacement of all the lights in the main Library building with LED lighting in 
2015. Currently, a drought-tolerant, water conservation garden is being installed, which is due for its grand opening 
in June. By the end of 2016, one of our main operating goals is to install one to two electric car charging stations in 
the parking lot. When we do so, this will make the library the only public space in Altadena to provide a place to 
charge electric cars.

Our library is scheduled to undergo an extensive renovation in the next few years. A large portion of the 
renovation plan is to make the library building more energy efficient. Two of the main objectives of the plan are to 
replace all of the exterior glass windows and to replace the HVAC system. The main floor of the building that is open 
for public use, is surrounded by floor to ceiling windows on two sides and has a large number of oversized windows 
throughout the building. These windows have not been replaced since the building was built in 1967. The renovation 
plan includes installing double-pane, energy efficient windows. Our decades old HVAC system is in dire need of 
replacement and will be one of the first upgrades when the renovation is implemented.

Installing a solar energy system on the roof of the library goes hand-in-hand with our overall goals of updating 
the library for the 21st century. A solar energy system on the library roof will give us a big boost towards meet those 
goals and will give us the opportunity to work with and to educate our community about sustainability. 
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Question 3 — Educational Programs

Altadena Library District is working through a multi-year plan to make the library and its gardens more energy 
efficient. Whenever we undertake a new step in our plan, we look to see how we can involve the community. Whether 
it is through community input while in development or through educational programming, we seek to make sure we 
are serving our community in the best way we can. 

We serve a community of approximately 53,000 people. During the 2014/2015 fiscal year, there were 350,000 
visits to the library. We held 314 events with a total attendance of 10,040. As one of the only municipal services 
working in the community, the library holds a key role in both service and education. We have a history of working 
closely with the residents of our service area in developing the library’s role in the community.

Comprehensive renovation plans for the library were approved in 2009 after a two year process during which 
we extensively sought community input. The water conservation garden, which will have its grand opening in June, 
has been a process where we sought to engage and educate our community on the critical importance of water 
conservation and methods by which drought-tolerant gardens can be established. In fact, the installation of this 
garden was done using at-risk young adults working for the LA Corps. This is a critical program for us, as California 
is experiencing a multi-year drought. As all communities in California are working to reduce water use, we are 
working within our community as both an example and an educator. 

Adding a solar energy system to the main library building will be another way to help educate our community 
about solar energy and its uses as a renewable energy source. We foresee the opportunity to engage the community 
before, during, and after the installation of the system. Programming will range from the “science of solar” for kids 
to community outreach about how residents can install solar energy systems on their own homes. 

Question 4 — Project Request

For this grant, we are asking for $27,000. The proposal we are working with has a flat rate of $25,000 for the 
installation of the system, an additional $2,000 would be for administrative costs and program implementation. 

We are working with a locally owned and operated solar company Altadena Energy & Solar (AES). Their 
proposal (see attachment, page 20) stipulates a 20-year power purchase agreement where there is an initial down 
payment of $25,000 and a monthly charge. The monthly charge is a per kWh charge based on electricity production 
each month. The starting value is 16 c/kWh and would increase at fixed-rate of 2% a year. The system should produce 
approximately two-thirds of the energy that the library currently uses, while a storage system will ensure that the 
savings to the library exceeds the monthly energy delivery charges. The system would be installed over six to nine 
months (length depends on the permitting process) starting as soon as funds are made available. 

The main building of the Altadena Library District is nearly 50 years old and was built during a time when 
Southern Californians felt rich in natural resources. As time has proven, this is not the case. By working to bring 
the library building to 21st century standards, not only will we be saving the library money, we will be showing our 
community that we are good stewards of their tax dollars and are working to bring them even more benefits than 
before. In addition, a long-term goal of the library is to make it into the leading “green” municipal building in the 
area, so that we can lead by example in our community. 
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Information about the roof:

Type of roof:  Flat with a title 24 coating

Size:  25,000 sq. ft.

Roof size facing south:  Since the roof is flat, there is not a part that is not available for direct sunlight. 
However, there is other equipment installed on the roof. Parts of the roof are 
shaded by old growth trees. We have hired a contractor to assess and remove 
any trees that are sick and to cut back those that are overhanging the roof. The 
installation of solar can be implemented around these impediments.

Age of roof and years until 
next schedule replacement:  The roof was replaced in 2008 and there are no plans as to the next replacement.

Need for repairs:  None

Is there an infrared 
assessment available?  No

Information about electricity usage: 

Annual electric expenditures and kilowatt usage: 

Last 12 months of electric bills:  See Attachment 5 (page 14)

Does the library pay separately 
for electricity?  We pay for our own electricity.

Does the library have a 
separate meter?  Yes

Does the library share space 
with another municipal office?  No
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SECTION V

Photos

Library interior, main 
collection area. The 
library design includes 
such mid-century design 
elements as the sunken 
reading area with a 
live palm tree beneath 
a skylight and floor-to-
ceiling windows. 

Library exterior 
and Library main 
entrance
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Above: Water Conservation Garden in progress. 
Above right: Local artist, educator, and water conservationist Leigh 
Adams spoke about her water conservation work at the Los Angeles 
Arboretum and other public spaces, as well as in her own backyard.
Right: We love our community and our community appreciates all we do. 
This is a “Love Note” wall with notes from our patrons.

Library roof – Aerial view 
via Google
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Financial Attachments

Attachment 1: Board of Directors
President – Meredith McKenzie

McKenzie is a resident of Altadena and is a Broker Associate with Podley Properties in Pasadena. Her term ends 
12/6/2017.

Secretary – Adalila Zelada-Garcia

Zelada-Garcia is a resident of Altadena and is the Sole Practitioner at the Law Offices of Adalila Zelada-Garcia. 
Her term ends in December 2019.

Trustee – David Tuck

Tuck resides in Pasadena and is currently retired. His term ends 12/6/2017.

Trustee – Gwendolyn McMullins

McMullins is a resident of Altadena and is currently retired. Her term ends in December 2019.

Trustee – John McDonald

McDonald resides in Altadena and is the Associate Dean for Collections at the University of Southern California 
Libraries. His term ends in December 2019. 

Attachment 2: Not applicable

Attachment 3: Key staff
District Director

Mindy Kittay has been in this position for 1.6 years. She is responsible for the operation and continuous 
improvement of the District, operation of both the main library and the branch library, all management and 
administrative functions associated with the operations including planning, budgeting, facilities, community and 
public relations. She reports to the Board of Trustees. Previously Mindy was part of the leadership for the Anythink 
Libraries in Colorado and worked on the design and creation of five LEED certified buildings. She was directly 
involved with the installation of solar at Brighton Library, in Brighton, Colorado. This library was the first carbon 
positive library in the U.S.

Finance/HR Director

Tina Wallin has been in this position for four years. She is responsible for operations, finance, accounting, 
human resources, and risk management functions for the district. Previously, she served as the finance and human 
resource assistant for four years. Tina’s background is in project management/administration. She has completed 
numerous finance and HR-related training courses. She holds a bachelor’s degree in Art History.

IT Manager

Christopher Kellermeyer has 22 years of experience in information technology and has been with the Library 
for one year. His experience runs the gamut with six years’ experience in management. He knows two programming 
languages and three scripting languages. He is knowledgeable across all commercial platforms (hardware and 
applications), including four virtualization platforms. He has experience building Koha open source ILS from the 
ground up and III-Millennium. He has a master’s degree in Business Administration.
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Public Services Director

William Roy has been with the library for one year and has over 16 years’ experience working with libraries, 12 of 
those as a department manager or library administrator. He has experience with several Integrated Library Systems, 
including software by SirsiDynix, The Library Corporation, and Innovative Interfaces, Inc. He has specialized 
knowledge of digital media lab management, promotional filmmaking, and non-linear video editing. He holds a 
master’s degree in Library & Information Science.

Building Maintenance Supervisor

Felipe Avila has been a key staff member with the Library District for 27 years. He is responsible for building 
repairs, landscaping, preventive maintenance, repairs, costing, material procurement, general cleaning, and special 
projects. He manages part-time maintenance personnel. 
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Attachment 4: Annual Report



EBSCO Solar Grant Application

Altadena Library Disctrict, www.AltadenaLibrary.org           11
Mindy Kittay, Director, (626) 798-0833, MKittay@AltadenaLibrary.org



EBSCO Solar Grant Application

Altadena Library Disctrict, www.AltadenaLibrary.org           12
Mindy Kittay, Director, (626) 798-0833, MKittay@AltadenaLibrary.org



EBSCO Solar Grant Application

Altadena Library Disctrict, www.AltadenaLibrary.org           13
Mindy Kittay, Director, (626) 798-0833, MKittay@AltadenaLibrary.org



EBSCO Solar Grant Application

Altadena Library Disctrict, www.AltadenaLibrary.org           14
Mindy Kittay, Director, (626) 798-0833, MKittay@AltadenaLibrary.org

Attachment 5: Library electric bills
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Attachment 6: Altadena Energy & Solar proposal
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